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Timex watches has 
launched a new range of watches 
with interactive games for 
kids. The new range of 
watches will enable 
children to test their 
computer gaming skills 
andis available in three 
categories. These © 
watches which are health ministry of Thailand 
already available in the “© organized the aerobic ses- 
international market have ®-8-® sion to highlight the need for 
features such as animated games, data healthy diets, physical activity and pre 

veming ste, Let us ol 


ANEW RANGE 2" 
healthy life, 


bank to store upto ten telephone The facelift formula 
numbers, stopwatch, alarm and 
timer, The response for the 
‘watches from the kids is fan- 
tastic as these watches not 
only entertain but also help the 
children to improve their com- 
puter skills and hand-eye coordi- » 
nation. 


Need for fitness emphasized 


sion. The event has broken a 
record in the largest Aerobics 
Gymnastic Display category of 
the Guinness Book of 
World Records. The Thai 
tennis star of world repute 
ParadornSrichapan 
joined the prime minister 

O in the event. The public 
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The traditional conical shaped, 
TPN _ orange carrot gets a facelift, 
It’s about the size of a tiny 
ball, sweet, crunchy 
and will remain 
orange, The 
supermarket 
stores 
Waitrose, 










Nearly forty seven thousand 
Thais of all 
msgrgon ges includ will sell this Vitamin A 
ing the prime min- enriched carrot in seventy five of its 
ister Thaksin stores in the UK. Itis small enough to 
Shinawatra re- exactly fit into the lunch box of the 
cently assembled kids. The new variety will encourage 
inalargeparkin children to consume more carrot 
the Thaicapital, thereby ensuring they get the 
Bangkok for Vitamin A without any difficulty. 
an aerobic ~ Gautam Ram, 
workout ses- 







+e 


conan) ranunny so0s 


IRs.300 WORTH DRAWING COURSE 
ABSOLUTELY FREE 
OPPORTUNITY LIMITED TO 25,000 PEOPLE 


DRAW EASY How to get 
your, free drawing course? 
Jo 


2 ip 


e 
A 
s 
Y 
E 
A 
s 
Y 


VERY EASY 


ona wirinauaens 170 12] 


Pip 6 & ov Pesan 














DIFFERENT STYLE: 





PLEASE SENO ME 162 PAGES 2009 DRAWNGS) CONTAINING s DRAWNG COURSES BY 

\VbP AT MY ADORESS. Wa PAY ASUM OF Ris, TOD-TOWAROS POSTAGE, ADVERTISEMENT 

[AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES WITHTHE POST MAN AND RECEIVE THE COURSE 
NOTE: PLEASE WRITE YOUR ADDRESS CLEARLY IN ENGLISH 


Name 
Address 















































SPORTS TALK 


Wren looking at the forthcoming 
World Cup, one feels depressed. One 
day cricket was tough and competitive 
in 1999, when South Africa and Paki- 
stan were at their heights of 
supremacy, and Australia 
came back from the dead 
to clinch the top spot 
What will happen this 
year’? Which team will win? |)! 
‘That's a tough one to an- 
swer, 





The obvi- 
ous choice 
would be Australia 
They have the 
world’s best 
opening bowlers 
in McGrath and 
Gillespie. Their 
batting isn’t far behind —Mat- 
thew Hayden, if he contin- 
ues in this vein, will have 
to be considered in the fu- 
ture as the best batsman in 
the world, pardon my blas- 
phemy. But they don’t seem to have 
all-rounders in the same class, and that 
isan indispensible part of one-day crick- 
et. South Africa ~ now that’s a possi- 
bility, But no team has won the world 
cup athhome, if you believe in that kind 
of thing. Also, they have the tendency 
tochoke on the big occasion. Don’t be 
surprised if they're in a winning posi 
tion in the semis or inthe final, and they 
blow it, Pakistan can never ever be 
‘counted out. All they need is some sta 
bility in the batting, and if Youhana and 






















Inzamam deliver, and if Wasim Akram 
works his magic with the ball, who 
knows? England have a really good team. 
this year, far better than their team in ‘99. 
Knight isin good nick {pardon 
the pun], Trescothickis class, 
andif they play Vaughan at 
No. 3 position [they would 
be idiots not to}, that looks 
a brilliant top order, with 
Hussain coming behind to 
lend stability. But just look 
at their bowling! Caddick 
ccan be really good but they 
don’t have a spinner of ins 
temational class. 





Finally we come to India, 
can’t get over the feeling that 
H) despite recent performances, 
they will do well in the world cup. 
‘The bowling looks good with 
Zaheer Khan and Srinath in 
good form. Ganguly did 
‘very well the last time he 
went to South Africa, and 
while its very hard to une 
‘derstand why he isstill in the 
test side, he remains one of our best one- 
day batsmen. Sehwag hasn't yet been 
exposed to the best teams in the world, 
butitreally looks like he’s upto any boil} 
ing attack. Tendulkar's strokeplay, 
‘Yorra’sbriliance, Kaif'sindustriousness, 
and Dravid’s technique makes this the bes 
batting side in the world — on paper, 1 
think India are capable of reaching the 
semis. 
What do you think? Write to me 
at Gokulam. 
~ Abhinay Ramnarayan 
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‘There has been a change of guard in 
Maharashtra, Vilas Rao Deshmukh has 
been replaced by Sushil Kumar Shinde 
as the chief minister. While a spokes- 
‘man for the congress party says that this 
is an improvement, there are others 
within the party and outside who feet 
that it was autocratic to have changed 
the chief minister without setting in 
motion the norms of inner party democ- 
racy Itis for the congress party MLAS 
in the Maharashtra assembly to elect 
their leader. But shinde was the choice 
of the congress high command 
in Delhi. That MLAs were 
asked to fallin fine with Sonia 
Gandhi's wish, isa 

tek 

Karpana Chawla has made it again! 
She is not only the first Indian born 
Woman astronaut to travel into space 
but also the second! She is « career 
tronaut with crucial duties to perform 
during the latest voyage. Ofcourse 
Rakesh Sharma was the first Indian in 
space but he had no mission responsi- 
bilities. He was just a pas- 
senger in a Soviet space 
flight. Chawla who has 
earned a doctorate in aero 
space engineering in the US. 
has made her home town 
Karnal very proud as also the 
centire nation, 

tok 

The Tamilnadu government 
has signed a memorandum of under- 
standing with the Malaysian govern- 
ment, by which Malaysia will help 
‘Tamilnadu build a new administrative 
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Thinde 


city a few miles from 
Chennai. While there are 
a few who admire this 
bold initiative, many feel 
that thisis totally unnecessary. It would 
be an enormous unproductive expense 
‘and a total loss to the tax payer, On the 
other hand, if the huge amount of sev- 
eral crores is invested in building up the 
infrastructure or industry, there would 
be job opportunities as well as good re~ 
tums in the long run 

tk 





THREE CHEERS TO 
~oenere’ KALPANA 


ary has been attacked, this 
time in Kerala and by people 
belonging to the R.S.S. Our 
deputy prime minister wl 
swearing by Hindutva, keeps saying that 
India can never become a theocratic 
state, But the word Hindutva seems to 
‘mean exactly the opposite to fundamen 
talist groups like VLP. and R.S.S.! 
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A handsome, 
attractive, Be Rend 
well - groomed » Rendezvous 
person with a 
smile that 
reflects his true, 
simple, 
soft-spoken, 
unassuming 
personality.. 


© B. Saranya, Cuddalore. 

Tell us something about your What is your ‘plus’ and ‘minus’? 
school life. Which subject did you like My impatience in both cases. 
most? © Veena Bai, Bangalore 

Tlovemy school life andl retain fond Is your film ‘RHTOM’ your real 
‘memories of it. My favourite subject life story? 
was English. Try andcherish yourdays No, it is not. A few scenes depict 
at school. They'll surely ty life and reality. 
tum outtobe the most me- BBN "a ©B.H. Raji, Trivandrum 
morable days of your life. Na What will you like to be 
_ born as, in your next birth? 

Maddy ofcourse! 
‘@Samyuktha, Bangalore 

What are your hobbies? 
Why do you like them? 
REDE) Computers. | also feel very 

good playing golf. 
© Ashalatha, Bangalore 
What was your ambition, before 
entering the film industry? 
















FullName :_ Ranganathan Madhavan alias Maddy 
Date of birth : June 01, 1970 
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Life is meant to be enjoyed. My 
ambition was and stills to enjoy every 
second of my life. 
@N, Sandhya, New Delhi 

Will you give a performance 
specially for the South Indian stu- 
dents in Delhi? 

Surely... one of these 
days. 
©. Raja Kalydasan, 
Namakkal 





Who is your guide 
for your successful 
career? 

My dad and mom, 
imy wife and Mr, Mani 
Ratnam 
8, Ajay, Chennai, 

What is the most 


@ S, Sundararajan, 
Chennai 
17 In what way is 
ae, acting in cinemas 
different from acting 
in serials? 
More rewards, more pains 


embarrassing moment and more gains. 
of your career? 
‘All my flops. @M.K. Suganya, Mumbii 


You are an excellent basket 
lore = ball player. If you get an op- 
Why did you choose portunity to get into the basket 
to feature in the children’s magazine  - ball court, will you stick to acting or 
‘Gokulam’? ‘get into the game? 
‘Simply because I love kids! Stay with acting ofcourse! 


@N. Nandini, Banga- 


E-mail : maddy@rmadhavan.com 
Website + http://www.rmadhavan.com 
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@M.S. Nivedha, Cuddalore 

What are the things that you 
like and hate? 

like kind people. 

Tcan’t stand dirty toilets 
© Uzair Faizy, Hyderabad 

Madhavan uncle, do you 
watch cricket? If so who are your 
Savourite players? 

Tenjoy the game. My favou 
rite... Sachin, ofcourse! 
@A. Nathiya, Chennai 

The need of the hour is peace. 
How did you react to the Septen 
ber I attack? 

agree whole heartedly that the 
need of the hour is peace. The Sep- 
tember 11 attack was sad and was 
an eye-opener on the lack of tol 
cerance amongst races. Tolerance 
is the only solution to everlasting 


























your later interview 
i Guna Ranjan, Puttaparthi, pened? 

‘Andhra Pradesh The offers have not materialised yet. 
In an interview with ‘The Hindu’ They are still in the process of being 

on you visitto Hyderabad forthe Pepsi worked out. 

Campaign, your said that you were @R. Prakash, Palakkad, Kerala 

considering some hollywood offers. Please share with us a special event 

You haven't talked about it in any of orday which you often remember and 

cannot forget throughout your 


life 


What hap- 








* with dad and mom 





The day I got married to 





ta 
@K.S. Shilpa, Bangalore 
Ifgod gives you a boon, what 





‘Today's world is full of terror- 
ism and unrest. This is a sad state 
of affairs. Under the circumstanc- 
. what else can one ask from God 








other than love and eternal peace. 
‘@Sandhya, Thirunelveli 

Tam a girl of 12 years and I love 
animals very much. I was inspired by 
your campaign for vegetarianism. 1 
want fo become a vegetarian, but my 
parents are against it, the reason be- 
ing my health, What should I do? 

‘You can tell your parents that the 
strongest animal, the elephant, isa veg- 
cetarian, 

KS. Shilpashree, Bangalore 

If you were in the CM's chair of 
cither Karnataka or Tamil Nadu, how 
would you solve the cauvery issue for- 
ever? 

‘There is really no right or wrong on 
the part of either state in their claims. 
‘The true solution lies in linking up all 
ourrivers, since we have water aplenty 
in some parts of our country. This is 
what I would work towards. 

(@R. Nithya, Chennai 

Do you have 
mimicry 
skills? Was your 
mimicry part in 
“sea-hawks” done 
by you or was it 

dubbed? 


Sorry to disap- 


point you - it was 
dubbed. 

B eN.Sriram, Noida 

Currently you are busy acting in 

both Tamil and Hindi films, What do 

you think is the most significant dif- 
ference between them? 

enjoy acting in both. Tamil film in- 

dustry is more disciplined and their sto- 





always enjoyed 


ries have greater originality. 
N. Vishnu Devi, Faridkot Cantt 

You area B.E. degree holder. What 
then made you join the movies, afield 
totally irrelevent 
to your academic 
qualification? 

Tam not an en- 

gincer. I graduated 
with a B.Sc. in 
electronics. Ihave 





acting. I believe 





the best in people. 
(@M. Meera, Chennai 

Ibelieve you're a very loyal friend. 
Do you also have friends who'll stand 
by you during a cris 

Allthe time and I reciprocate always, 
(©. Swathi Priya, Chennai 

‘Mr. M.G.Ramchandran and Nadi- 
‘gar Thilagam Sivaji Ganesan were the 
ever-green heroes of the silver screen. 
They stood firm in the film industry 
‘for a long time. Do you think the he- 
oes of today would be able to do that? 

M.G.Ramachandran and Sivaji 
Ganesan were legends in their time. 
‘Their films attract large audience even 
today. In today’s film industry contin- 
ued success is not a guarantee because 
of rapid changes that take place, So, it 
‘would be almost impossible to enjoy 
sustained fame. 
©G. Kalpana, Panruti, Tamilnada 

Have you got “6@" (knock on 
‘the head) from anyone? 

Ofcourse! From all my teachers in 
school e 
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MYTHOLOGY 

Narada is a delightful 
character in Hindu mythology. 
Referred to as ‘Triloka Sanchari 
(a person who could wander 
covering all the three worlds at 
anytime, in any pace), Narada is 
praised in many of the 
mythological puranas. He is 
highly respected by one and all 
= gods and demons alike, devas 
and asuras, kings and other 
sages... The other 
characteristic of 
Narada is his 
‘playful’ attitude 
that often ends in 
him sneaking, 








deliberately 


creating confusion and watching 
the ‘fun’ that follows, Ofcourse, 
he has a solution too at the end, 
to clear whatever confusion he has 
created. 









THET 


nce Brahma, Indra, Surya, 
0 Chandra and Vaayu had 

gathered on Mount Kailas 
Adisesha, the enormous snake with a 
thousand heads was also present. 


Narada, who was, as always, in a 
mischievous mood, arrived on the 


NARADA 


VBLE MAKER 


scene. Secing everyone assembled, 
Narada thought to himself, “here is the 
opportune moment for me to begin my 
work. Let me create some confusion...” 

Narada turned to Adisesha and 
addressed him. “What a great person 
you are, Adisesha. With your thousand 
headed hood, you look so grand and 
majestic; like a mountain; so strong too! 
No wonder, Mahavishnu chose you as 
his bed to recline on and to protect 
him. Who else but 









you can bear the Lord’s 
weight? Besides, 

Lord Shiva 
has chosen 
your cousins 
and relatives 
as his 
ornaments 
while he 
could have 
adorned 
himself with 
‘gem studded jewels. None can equal 
you in glory and strength.” 

‘These words of Narada were enough 
tomake Vayu (god of wind) roar with 
anger. “What do you mean Narada? 
How dare you speak so highly of this 
serpent, mere creature that moves on 
his belly? Remember, it is 1 who is 
stronger and most vita. Ifill every nook 
and comer. No one lives without my 
presence, not even this fat snake. He 
‘cannot survive without my life-giving 
breath. Why then do you praise him so 
much?” 





arada was thrilled. This was 
N anucly what he wanted = 

confusion, arguments and & 
test of strength! He prodded Adisesha 
further while the others watched with 
bated breath. 

“Sesha! Did you hear that? Vayu 
might even call you a worm. He 
doesn’t seem to believe in your 
Strength.” 

‘Adisesha’s eyes, all two thousand 
_ot them, began to sparkle with anger. 

Vaayu's words are those of a 


coward’s, He is not only a coward but 
is also extremely wicked. He sinks 
ships and destroys life when he turns 
himself into a cyclone, He makes fire 
spread quickly and bums forests and 
cities. He is arrogant and destructive 
by nature. Vaayu thinks I am weak, but 
Tam not. I seem to be so, only because 
Tama peace-loving person. Lam ready 
to prove my strength to him,” hissed 
Adisesha, breathing hot air as he spoke. 

Tt was now Vaayu’s tum, He was 
‘enraged. “Do not challenge me you lazy 
bundle of a snake, I shall blow you 
across such a distance that you will 
never be able to find your way back.” 

“Do not challenge me with mere 
words. Come on. Get ready with your 
sword. Let us then decide which of us 
is stronger.” Adisesha summoned 
Vayu for a fight. 

Narada who was enjoying every 
‘minute of this verbal tussle, interfered 
at this moment. “No! No! We do not 
‘want a fight to prove your strength. No 
bloodshed. There is an easier way to 
do this. Listen to me,” he said. 

“You are the one who started the 
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COOK ‘N’ SERVE HOT 


Lentil Soup 
Ingredients: 

| tsp olive oil 

2 cloves of garlic (chopped) 

| medium sized onion (chopped) 
4 cups water 

% cup lentil (rinsed and drained) 
1% tbsp ketchup 

2-3 cloves (ground) 

| carrot (chopped) 

salt and pepper to taste 


Method: 

Heat oil in a pan. Stir in garlic, carrot 
and onion. Cook stirring constantly,for 
5-6 minutes.Add water, lentils, ketchup, 
cloves and salt. Cover and bring to boil 
Reduce flame and cook, stirring 
‘occassionally, until lentil is tender. Add 
more water if required. Add pepper 
and salt to taste, Serve hot. 

‘Swathi, Std VIII, 
St.Ann’s High School, 
Bangalore. 





quarrel. Tell us what to do” demanded 
Adisesha, 


age Narada remained silent and 
G seer in tov foe Ho 
seconds before he spoke. 

“Sesha! You have a thousand heads! 
Cover the peaks of Mount Meru with 
your vast hood. And you dear Vayu, 
Use your strength to blow away Sesha’s 
heads into outer space. This is the best 
‘way to test your individual strengths.” 
So saying, Narada smiled to himself. 

Adisesha opened his vast fan-like 
hood and covered every peak of Mount 
Meru. He held on to them with great 
strength and determination. 

‘Vaayu began to blow with all his 
‘might. Sesha held on firmly. Neither of 
them let go. Vayu got so angry that he 
tumed himself into a great cyclone. He 
blew the tree tops, uprooted trees and 
broke the peaks of other mountains. 
‘The tussle continued for hours 

The gods began to fear the 
outcome of this battle of strength 
They begged Sesha to let go of just 
‘one hood. “Otherwise, the entire 
world will be destroyed” they 
pleaded. 

They then turned to Vayu and 
prayed to him that he give up his 
wrath, 

Sesha gently lifted one of his 
heads and immediately thereafter, 
‘Vaayu stopped blowing. The world 
had been saved; life and normaley 
restored. As for Narada, he had had 
his “yet another’ day 





= Anandhi 
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‘Once Iwo greedy sages decided fo perform pen- 
‘ance. The first sage sot under a tree. 


GREED LEADS 10 
GRIEF 


Story : P. Sai 
Deepak, 

Std V, Saikor English 

Medium School, 
Vizianagaram 


Illustration : Pillai 








Then grant me twice of 
what he wants. 
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Inthat case fx” 

make me blind) 

in one eye. 
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fe really horses. 


he horse far- 
ily includes donkeys, asses and 
true horses, 

Other than those in 200, ze 
bras live in Africa, They stand 
about 120 to 140 cm tall at the 
shoulder. This is the way they 
measure horses. 

Zebras usually five in family 
groups, with a stallion, several 
mares and some foals. These fami 
lies often travel together in herds 
(of upto 1,000 zebras. Sometimes, 
zebras join a herd of antelopes, and 
roam about with them, searching for 
food. 

Why do zebras have stripes? 

According to scientists studying 
evolution, zebra stripes evolved mainly 
because they helped them to confuse 
their enemies - lions, Stripes help hide 
the zebras from lions, The black - and 
white stripes disrupt, or break up, the 
smooth contours of the animal's body 
thus concealing the zebra’s true shape. 
When the zebra moves, the pattern is 
‘even more confusing. So a lion looking 
for a zebra for lunch or dinner may not 
be so sure that itis there, 


Where did the stripes come from? 





Zoologists think that the zebra 
evolved from a horse like animal, that 
originally did not have stripes. Accord 
ing to them, by accidental variation, 
some of the dark horse foals were born 
with lighter coloured stripes. Since 
stripes were protective colouring, they 
survived preferentially, in a habitat Full 





of predators. And so, these striped 
animals survived to have increasingly 
striped foals. 

With the passage of time more and 
‘more striped animals appeared. Even- 
tually, there evolved a distinct species 
of several such striped animals that we 
now call the zebra, 

How else do these stripes help? 

‘The stripes actually help zebras rec- 
‘ognize one another. The stripe patterns 
are like human fingerprints. Every ze- 
bbrahasa slightly different arrangement, 
Zoologists believe this is how zebras 
distinguish who's who in a zebra herd. 

A zebra mare and her foal can keep 
track of each other in the large herd. A. 
zebra can very quickly distinguish it 
‘own herd from another. This also helps, 
researchers, because it enables them to 
track a particular zebra in the forest. 


- G.Y. Joshi, Pune 
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|, OPENING LINES 

‘These are the opening lines of some 
famous books. Identify the books, 

1. First Witch : "When shall we three 
meet again; in thunder, lightning or in 
rain?” 

2, ‘Once upon a time, there was a 
piece of wood’ 

3. *Christmas won't be Christmas 
without any present,’ grumbled Jo, ly- 
ing on the rug. 

4. ‘Now Rann the kite brings home 
the night, that Mang the Bat sets free.” 

5. ‘On Friday, 12th June, I woke up 
at six o°elock and no wonder; it was 
my birthday.” 

6. ‘If music be the food of love, play 
on. 

7. “My father had a smal esta 
Nottinghamshire; I was the third of five 
sons.” 

8, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Dursley of No.4 
Privet Drive, were proud to say that 








cons 
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they were perfectly normal, thank 
you very much.’ 

+ Sneh Pradhan, 
MIMS, Kolkata, 
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1, FUN WITH NUMBERS 
a) What is the number that is one 

half of one quarter of one tenth of 
400? 

) If you count from 1 to 100, 
how many 8's will you pass in the 
way? 

) If2 typists can type 2 pages 

in 2 minutes, then how many typists 
will it take to type 18 pages in 6 








minutes? 
d) My maths teacher likes: 
225 but not 224 
900 but not 800 
144 but not 145. 


Which does she like 1600 or 1700? 
Why? 





+ M. Vinodh, Sankarankovil 





ML. CITIES & RIVERS 
Match the following cities with the 
rivers on the bank of which they are 
situated : 





1. Paris, a Sindhu 
2. Lisbon b. Tiber 

3. New York —_c, Thames 
4. Vienna ‘bul 

5. Cairo 

6. London f. Seine 

7. Kabul g, Tagus 

8. Rangoon —_h. Danube 
9, Karachi i. Nile 

10, Rome j. Hudson 


=P. Mohan Kumar, Std.X, Sri 
‘Vijay Vidyalaya Matric, Hosur. 
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IV. THESE ARE TRICKY... 

1. What do you get if ants and ticks 
met? 

2, What medicine would you give 
an ill ant? 

3. What do dogs have that no other 
animal has 

4, What makes a glow worm glow? 

5. Why did the sparrow go to the 
library? 

6. What is life like fora wood worm? 

7, Which is faster, hot or cold? 

8. What runs all around the yard 
‘without moving? 

9, What is it that someone else has 
to take before you can get it? 

10. How would you rearrange the 
letters in the words ‘New door’ to make 
one word? 








- B. Suryachakradhar, 
Secunderabad 


V. WE ARE FRUITS. FIND US! 
Clues : 
Across 
2. It contains seeds resembling 
human teeth (11) 
8, King of all fruits (5) 
9, Perhaps ‘papa’ likes it; seeds look 


like pepper (6) 

10. "P’ added to one of your sense 
‘organs. (4) 

IL. Sounds like a blood sucking 
animal (6) 

12. Used as topping for ic 
and desserts. (6) 








reams 


Down : 

1. A purple coloured fruit which 
dyes your tongue (5) 

2, Half of its name is “6 down’ (9) 

3. A fruit which tells its name by its 
colour (6) 

4. “This one is too sour for me to 
cat’ said the fox (5) 

5. Slender, soft and ‘slippery’ 
Beware of its peel, while walking (6) 

6. An *____* a day keeps the 


doctor away (5) 

Ice creams and milk shakes of this 
fruit are abig hit. Its first halfis used to 
enjoy cool drinks. (10) 

- P.Sai Deepak, Std.V, Saikor 
English Medium School, 
Vizianagaram, 






ANSWERS ON PAGE 24 
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© R. Amshakala, Coimbatore 

? Is snoring a disease? , 
How is it caused? How can 
we prevent it? 

! Snoring is not a disease. 
Almost everyone snores oc- 
casionally but it is a very 
common problem to those 
who are above 40 years of age. 
It is a noise generated dur- 
ing sleep by turbulence of 
airflow in the upper airway 
due to partial obstruction 
either in the nose or in the 
mouth and palate, It usually 
happens when a sleeper 
breathes through the mouth. Air 
rushing in through the mouth vi 
brates the soft palate, the soft tis 
sue in the roof of the throat. This 
vibration produces a strange sound 
called snore. Often this vibration 
causes checks, lips and nostrils to 
vibrate, These vibrations produce 
an even louder sound. Smoking and 
alcohol intake induce and trigger 
snoring, Here are a few tips to 
prevent snoring: Keep fit. Do not 
sleep on the back. Sleep on one 
side. Keep the head elevated with 








IS SNORING 
A DISEASE? 


two pillows, Avoid taking sedative 
tablets. Avoid alcohol intake and 
smoking, 

© S. Aarti, Thiruvanantha- 
puram 

? Why do we yawn? Is 
yawning contagious? 

1 Yawning is a form of expres: 
sion of our body indicating, bore- 
dom, fatigue or sleep. People who 
yawn are probably not getting 
enough oxygen. During yawning 
the amount of inhaled air is in- 
creased helping the blood to get 
more oxygen. For many it may 
‘occur in response to seving some- 
one else yawn, Nobody knows why 
‘one person's yawning causes oth- 
ers to yawn, Scientists say that a 
yawn acts as a powerful stimulus in 
eliciting yawns from others and 


DR. G. GANESAN 
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sight or sound of a yawn does tend 
to start everyone yawning. 

@ J. Madankumar, Mumbai 

2? Why do we shiver when 
it is too cold and 
also in high fe- 
ver? 

! Shivering is an 
involuntary contrac- 
tion of muscles to 
maintain body tem: 
perature in cool en- 
vironments and dur 
ing fever. The pos 


Dear Children, 

Hope this little note finds each of you 
in the best of health, I have been 
enjoying myself, answering your 
questions through this column month 
after month. I shall continue to do so. 

I just thought we could, starting 
from April 2003, focus on specific 
topics. Don’t you think this will enable 
us to have a deeper understanding of 
‘that particular topic? Let us begin with 

omething as basic yet as important as. 








HELLO, DOCTOR 
terior hypothalamus in the brain is 
responsible for shivering. When the 
body temperature falls below the 
normal level of 98.6 degrees of 
Fahrenheit, the skin sends cold 
signals to the hypothalamus 
through the spinal cord. In 
reply, the hypothalamus 
sends signals to increase 
the tone of skeletal mus- 
dles which cause shivering 
During high fever the body tem- 
perature raises above the level of 
104 degrees of Fahrenheit, The 
hypothalamus soon has to reduce 
the temperature by shivering. Now 
the very same process happens but 
this shivering is 
called a ‘rigor’. Usu 
ally rigor follows 
profuse sweating. 
The body heat is lost 
through the evapo- 
ration of sweat thus 
reducing the body 
temperature. 


Write down your questions on a 
post-card and post to Dr. G.Ganesan, 
C/o Gokulam, 47-NP, Jawabai 
Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal - 600 
097. 

Just make sure that your questions 
reach Gokulam before 18.2,2003. Do 
not forget to give us your residential 
address. 

Wishing you good health. 





Dr. G. Ganesan, 
Rajapalayam 
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[One fine morning, AKbar was Tost in though, 








The New 
Minister 


(A Birbal Story) 


Story sent by 
Ankita Shreeram, 
Std. VIII, Holy 
Angels HS, 


Mlustration : Muthu 





jumbai 





intelligent but 
supposing there is 


someone more 

















“The announcement was made. 





‘The 
‘emperor needs a 
ne, clever minister. 


Many people were eager to contend for the 
post. A large crovid gathered the 


so glad to see all 
ofyou, 











King Todarmal and Nawab Khankana had 
‘come to ask the questions. 











pearl-oysters are there 
in the oceans? 





Everyone gota turn to answer. Most of them 
could not. Some made wild guesses. A 
bearded man spoke. 













is equal to the number 
of yes of animals in 


{this wortat 
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[Todarmal and’ Khankana were very impressed, 
Ignoring the other candidates, they concentrated 
lon the bearded man. 





What is the best activity 
forthe body? 








How can you separate sand 
froma mixture of sand and 
sugar without using water? 









Place the mixture on the 
ground. Ants will get at the 
sugar. Only sand 





















‘Can you drain all the ‘The questionscontinued, | [Nobody answered. The 
‘water in the ‘Thebearded man | [bearded man tapped the 
‘oceans? ‘answered them all, ground with his stick. 
Alter a while~ i: 























Thavea question now. 


eet cieae dayne, | Ee an 
ee centre, I this snot andi 
from flowing into them. Where istecemreof | theres some other centre, 








show itto me, 











The entire court applauded this answek. AKbar 
vas thrilled beyond words. 









‘We have a new minister 
wiser and more witty 
than Birbal, 











Everyone including the Emperor sat up 
insurprise, 


How can Birbal be 
wiser than himself? 
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Everyone was ready. 

The truck had * 

arrived with the 

required 
machinery in 
place. It was 
D) harvest time. Tons and tons of crop world. 
}) 10 be harvested. Loads and loads to Kelps are seaweeds that 
D be transported. The harvest was not water. They belong to a large group of 
going to be easy. The crop was the plants called algae. There are many 
GIANT KELP... And it w kinds of kelps of which the GIANT 
down under the sea! KELP is the largest, These forests of 
wing under the 


GIANT KELPS 

Ir whales are ‘seas, host an entire 
the largest animals} 
of the sea, GIANT. | <E 
KELPS are the 
largest plants inal | 53 
the oceans of the | 4% 

















community of 
small sea creatures. 

GIANT KELPS 
live along the 
western coast of 








* hep being harvested 





America, all the way upto British 
Columbia. Alaska becomes too cold for 
them. They are also seen growing along, 
the coasts of South America, South 
Africa, New Zealand and Australia. 

GIANT KELPS can grow upto a 
length of 150 feet not vertically up like 
tall trees, but like vines that spread 
laterally. Surprisingly, the stem of these 
GIANT KELPS are really tiny, about 
the size of a finger. These stems look 
like thin ropes. True roots are absent. 
‘The Kelps are anchored firmly to the 
rocky beds by ‘false roots that are 
referred to as ‘holdfasts’. The anchoring, 
{s $0 firm that it becomes impossible for 
the waves to pull them loose. 

The leaves may be a yard long and 
about ten inches wide! These leaves 
need to keep afloat in water. This is 











important for the process of photo 
synthesis to take place. Like most other 
plants, the leaves need sunlight to make 
their food. A small air bladder beneath 
every leaf helps to keep the leaves 
floating and exposed to sunlight. 

GIANT KELPS are perennial 
plants, New plants keep growing from 
the holdfasts which are anchored to the 
sea bed 

These plants are useful in many 
ways. Iodine and agar (used as a 
medicine and in science laboratories) 
are got from this seaweed. It is also 
used in making fertilizers, rubber, 
‘cosmetics, polishes and paints. Organic 
form of the GIANT KELP is used as food 
{gum in making ice creams, puddings and 
processed cheese. 

= BUD" 





BUDDING CHEF 


MOONGA GHASISHI 





Ingredients: Sprouted moong 17 cups, 
Coconut (grated) % cup, Red chillies - 3 or 4, 
Onion (finely chopped) - 1% onions, 
Tamarind - 1 medium sized ball, 
I] Turmeric - % tsp, Jeera - % tsp 
Method: Boil moong with sait till it is semi-cooked. Fry 
red chillies in a teaspoon of oil. Grind onion, tamarind pulp, 
coconut, jeera and 1 tablespoon of moong together with 
turmeric. Add to the rest of the moong and mix thoroughly. If 
m= more gravy is required make more of the masala. Cook until 
the whole mixture is thick. When done, remove from fire and season with onions 


fried in oilghee. 


~ Revathi, Std Vil, Holy Angels Convent, Chennai - 17. 
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Eashwar turned to see the Maali 
Chapter IV looking at him, a litle smile playing 


about his mouth. “Who are you?” 








Inside the 
; Eashwar barely whispered the ques- 
Mesits College tion, But the old man 
The door shut seemed to have heard 
with a soft thud. = him 







“Lam me, litle mas- 
ter, | am me," he an- 
swered, ungrammatically, 
Thad a feeling that you'd 
realise this cottage isn't quite 
what it is. But not this 
early...” 
‘The old man seemed to 
be talking to himself. 1 
hoped | would be far, far 
away by the time you 
realised that | am not what 
Iseem to be.” 
Eashwar suddenly got 
into a panic. He turned, 
so slightly that in the day- rushed towards the door, 


MNAN LL 


"N10 NAME = 


SANDHYA SRIDHAR 


time, if you were not looking for and pulled at the handle. It was 

them, you'd probably not see them firmly locked. He looked back. He 

at all. In the pitch darkness of the couldn't recall the Maali having 

night however, there they were, like locked the door. In fact, he couldn't 

fireflies, winking away merrily. recall whether the door had a lock 
Very, very frightened now, or not. 
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Eashwar was a little 
frightened now. Dur 
ing the day, the cot- 
tage looked like any 
other but in the dark, 
everything seemed a 
little sinister, With a 
sudden jolt, Eashwar 
remembered the last 
time he had been in 
the cottage and the 
strange lights in the 
roof. He involuntarily 
looked up ~ there 
they were, blinking 
away, ever so slightly, 


Suddenly, the cottage 

© seemed to be humming, the 

humming getting louder every 
© minute, He looked up. The lights 
) seemed to be flickering faster than 
ever. What was he to do? How 
could he get out of this dangerous 
situation? The Maali was certainly 
} not what he seemed to be. 


What Frightened 
Krishnan? 





Jon't be frightened,” said 
the old man, He firmly pulled 
Eashwar back and told him to 
} siton the mat on the floor, "You 
are frightened because all this 
{s strange to you," said the old 
man, “Just suppose I show you 
} why this cottage looks the way 
itdoes, you will not be frightened 
any more.” 

“Please let me go back home.” 
I Eashwar begged. 

“No, no,” said the old man, “You 
are perfect for what I had in mind. 
In fact, you will now complete my 
mission in this dimension of the 
planet.” 

Eashwar could hardly believe 
what he was heating. “You won't 
do anything to me, then?" he asked 
ina frightened voice, “Will you kid- 
nap me or take me away?” 

The maali laughed out aloud. 
“Why should I harm you?” he asked, 
“Didn't I save you from the bully 
} earlier today?" 

)  Eashwar remembered how 











\ 


Krishnan had run down the 

garden path screaming and laughed 
in reliel. "Yes, yes,” he exclaimed, 
“In fact I came to ask you what you 
did to him. 

“Well,” the old man replied, “T 
didn’t do anything to him. I just 
showed him some stuff - you know, 
some not so nice stuff.” 

“Like what?” asked Eashwar, 
looking about him with interest now. 





The Not So 
Nice Stuff 


“Now you mustn't get fright 
ened by what you see,” said thes 


















maali, putting an arm about 
Eashwar’s shoulders, “I am now go- 
ing to show youa whole lot of things. 
that may seem real but need not be, 
if you are not frightened! 

Eashwar was confused. “What do 
you mean?” he asked, 

“To explain that, I must let you 
know something about myself. Iam. 
not, as you would put it, a human 
being, But | am a living creature, 
and a very fragile and sensitive one 
at that. 1 too, live on this planet, but 
in another dimension.” 





Dimension? Eashwar 
looked puzzled. “I know 
© it sounds confusing. But 
think of me asa creature that 
lives on the other side of a 
mirror or a glass, perhaps. I live 
cn this same place you call Earth, 

but in another kind of space. 
« Does this help you under- 
stand?” 

‘A little,” Eashwar 
nodded. 

“Now both you 
and |, though we 
live in different 
spaces, share 
one planet. It so 

happens that my 
species, for which you have 
no name, for you do not know we 
exist, is much more advanced thar 
the species you call homo sapiens. 

Eashwar was now feeling very, 
very excited and important. 

“It also happens,” continued the 
‘old man, “That the humans are not 
showing any signs of progress so 
far.” 

‘How can you say that?” Eashwar 
indignantly demanded, “Haven't we 
progressed far, from what we were? 
Thave learnt in science and history 
that humans have progressed from 
being apes... look at us now. Do 
we look like animals to you.” 

The maali sighed. “I hate to tell 
you this Eashwar,” he said, “But you 
humans are just a litle less sensible 
than animals. As anyone who has 
observed Nature will tell you, the 











animal works bet- 
ter to help pre- 
serve his own 
world. I cannot 
say the same of 
humans though.” 


What Have 
We Done? 


“What have we 
done?” asked 
Eashwar, incredu- 
lously. 

“Well, to put it simply,” 
the old man, “You have allowed sci- 
ence and technology to take over 
your lives, irrespective of the dam- 
‘age caused to your planet. And that's 
where I come in. Now sit tight and 
don’t get frightened by what you see. 
Because what I am going to show 
you is in my dimension, where I live, 
almost parallel to the human world. 

‘As Eashwar braced himself, the 
cottage around him seemed to van- 
ish, Instead he saw around him lush 
green foliage, what seemed to him 
like a tropical jungle 

Strange creatures that looked 
frightening, in strange shapes and 
forms, were moving around him, 
quite peacefully. In contrast to the 
activity in his own life, this world he 
was seeing seemed to move as if in 
slow motion 

Then it struck him. 

“This is what Krishnan saw and 
ran screaming from!” he exclaimed 
and began to laugh, 


said 








‘Yes, yes,” replied the maali and 
joined in the laughter. 


“I Don't 
Understans 





“T don't understand,” said 

Eashwar, “Why are you here?” 
“I was coming to that,” said the 
maali, “Do you realise how much 
damage human activity is causing to 
the Earth? We other creatures, from 
this other dimension, are unable to 
live in peace anymore. I am here, 
therefore, to restore to the planet, 
‘what has been taken away from it 

“Eashwar,” said the old man gen- 
tly, “Look around you, look at your 
garden. Does it not seem different 
from the other gardens in this 
neighbourhood?” 

Eashwar nodded slowly. Sure, it 
was. What was it about his garden 
that seemed different? More plants? 
A more lush green to the leaves? 
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Darker soil? He couldn't say. But 
he was beginning to understand. 

“Why are you telling me this?” he 
asked. “Because...” the maali be- 
gan, but he was interrupted by 
Eashwar's mother calling from out- 
side. 

“Eashwar, are you in there, in the 
cottage? Maal, are you there?” 

“Let's go,” said the maali, 
“Something's the matter. She 
sounds angry.” 

‘The maali opened the cottage 
door{it opened quite easily and there 
was no lock) and went out, followed 
by Eashwar. 





Amma is Angry 


Eashwar could see that amma 
was very, very angry 

“I got a call from Krishnan’s 
mother,” she said in Tamil, frown- 
ing hard to show her displeasure, 
“What has been happening here 
when I was shopping? What did you 
do to Krishnan? She says he's fe- 
verish and keeps screaming about 
seeing all sorts of creatures in our 
garden! Maali, did you do some- 
thing? Tell me... | can’t have this 
happening in my house!” 

Eashwar and the maali looked at 
each other, very worried now. What 
‘was going to happen? 


Getting out of a 


tight spot! 









A GOOD ON! 
“Where's your ticket’ 
“Lthink I have lost 
‘Well, that’s not a good excuse.” 
‘Alright, you suggest a better 











“Well, we 1 
have thinty 

witnesses 

who saw 

you steal the 





GREAT HONOUR! 

“I'm seeing you in this court for the 
last twenty years.” 

“Yes, your honour, That's only 
because you have not been given any 
promotion.” 

-R.VSelva Kumar, 

Std.IX, 
Sainik School, 
Erode. 
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Many of you may be 
wondering about the new 
movie, Harry Potter and 
the Ghamber of Secrets. V i 
The movie, which is based 
on the best-seling novel by 
J.K, Rowling, is a huge success here in 
the United States. In only one weekend, 
the movie grossed a total of 
{$88,357,488(4,417,874,400 rupees)!* 

In my opinion, Harry Potter and the 
Ghamber of Secrets, is the better of the 
two Harry Potter movies so fa. It's defi 
nitely longer, funnier, and scarier. | were 
to rate this movie | would give it a5 out of 
5 stars. 

Many of the previous characters are 
back for this action-packed, humorous 
‘event. Retuming asthe castare stars Daniel 
Radcitfe (Harry Potter), Rupert Grint (Ron 
Weasley), and Emma Watson (Hermione 
Granger). Newcomers to the set include 
actor Jason Isaacs who plays Lucius 
Malfoy, Draco’s father, Kenneth Brangah 






who plays Gilderoy Lockhart, and Toby 


Jones who is the voice of the digtally- cre 
approximately 


‘ated Dobby. Dobby the house-elf is a 
‘tremendous hitas he is not only funny, 

but mysterious as well, 
Rupert Grint’s perfor- 
mance as Ron Weasley 
is simply hilarious as 
he brings the charac- 
terto life with his hue 
morous faces, ac- 
tions, and remarks. 
One such scene was 
when Ron states, “Why 
did it have tobe follow the 
spiders, Why couldn't it 
have been follow the but- 
terflies? | like butter- 

flies.” 

The movie takes 
place during Harry's 
year at 


ri) 
| (G Bri ne 
Yi Hogwarts. A mysterious: 


SA A force, supposedly the 


MANIA! 


heir of Siytherin, has opened the Chamber, 
of Secrets, the dreaded hideaway of Salazar 
Slytherin and has unleashed the basilisk, 
which attacks Muggle~ 

born students. Harry 

and his friends race 
against time to find the 

fone responsible. A 

prime suspect is 

Draco 
Malfoy, but 
aPolyjuice 
experi- 
ment gone 
awry soon 
disproves 
that theory. 









Even Harry himself is a suspect. But 
‘could it really be? 

Tofind out the answer to this and more 
watch the movie Harry Potter and the 
Chamber of Secrets. 

Filming for Harry Potter and the Pris~ 
‘oner of Azkaban has already gone under- 
way. Recently during an interview with 
Oprah Winfrey, Daniel Radcliffe told view- 
ers that the Harry Potter movies take about 
‘leven months to film. With any luck, the 
third movie willbe released around this time 
‘ext year. 

‘And for all you Harry Potter fans out 
there, the fifth book in the series, Harry 
Potter and the Order of the Phoenix is 
due for release in Spring 2003. Keep you 
fingers crossed, as the book has already 
been delayed by two years (it was supposed 
to have been released along with the first 
movie). 

- Prarthana Vasudevan, Grade VII, 
Clarksville Middle School, USA 
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Dear friends, 

* Do you think that the “Mrs. Figs 
that Dumbledore was referring to » 
the same Mrs. Arabella Figg who lived 
next to the Dursleys? 

* There are Internet rumors going 
around that Dumbledore and Voldemort 

tare the same persons 











What are your opinions 











on this statement? 
* Cornelius 





Fudge (the minister of magic) acts ex- 
tremely strange towards the end of the 
fourth book. He is stubborn and denies 
the fact that Voldemort has risen to 
power, Why this strange behaviour...” 
Let us open up a forum for voicing 
ders’ opinions 
Let the Harry Potter craze go on. 
for, there's more to come from the au- 
thor, from the film makers and from 
your favourite magazine. 
down your thoughts... write 
them to the Editor, Gokulam, 47-NP, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097, 
Do not forget to give your name, 
‘name of your school, class and your 
residential address 
Right now, for a Harry Potter 
ality Quiz, turn to page 38. 
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‘a. community known for their missionary work in 
India, She then chose the name Teresa after Saint 
‘Therese of Lisieux. Six weeks later, Teresa set 
sail to Calcutta, India to serve asa teacher. 
Teresa sought the permission of the Vatican 
to leave the Sisters of Loretto and pursue her 
desire of helping the poor in 1948, She started a 
school in the slums to teach the children of the 


SERVING HUMANITY 
ius SERVING GOD” 


Twas at the age of poor, She also learned basic medicine and nurs- 
twelve that Agnes felt ing and went into the homes of the sick to treat 
for the first time the de- them 
sire to spend her life for In an interview with Malcolm Muggeridge, in. 
Gods’ work. She the book ‘Something Beautiful for God’, Mother 
prayed alot over itand ‘Teresa describes how she for the first time picked 
talked about it with her up a woman from the street, “The woman was 
family. She asked her half eaten up by rats and ants, | took her to the 
father: “How can I be hospital, but they could do nothing for her. They 
sure?" He answered: only took her because I refused to go home un- 
“Through your joy. If less something was done for her. After they cared 
you feel really happy by _ for her, | went straight to the town hall and asked 
the idea that God might for a place where | could take these people, be- 
call you to serve him, cause that day | found more people dying in the 
then that is the evi- streets. The employee of health services brought 
dence that you have a me to the temple of Kali and showed me the 
cal.” “dormashalah” where pilgrims used to rest after 

When she was only _ they worshipped goddess Kali. The building was 
17, Agnes took up the empty and he asked me if | wanted it. I was very 
vocation of a Catholic glad with the offer for many reasons, but espe- 
missionary nun, She _ cially because it was the center of prayer for Hin 
went to Ireland and dus. Within 24 hours we brought our sick and 
joined the Irish order, suffering and started the Home for the Dying 
the Sisters of Loretto, _Destitutes.” 
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Mother Teresa gained worldwide 
recognition through her tireless ef- 
forts for the world’s sick and home 
less. Her work brought her numer- 
ous humanitarian awards, including 
the Pope John XXill peace prize and 
the Nobel peace prize in 1979. In 
November of 1996, Mother Teresa 
received the honorary U.S. citizen- 
ship with the Medal of Freedom, the 
highest U.S. civilian award. 

Mother Teresa was al- 
ways thinking of ways to 
help the poor. When // 
she was invited to 
receive the Nobel “73 
Prize in 1979 she 
insisted on a departure 
from the ceremonial ban- 
quet and asked that the 
funds for the same ($6,000) be 
donated to the poor in Calcutta. 
Mother Teresa's reason - the money 
saved on just one banquet could help herto feed name was recom- 
hundreds of poor people for a year. mended for sainthood, 

Mother Teresa has had more than her fair Thereis normally arule 
share of criticism. In 1994 a British television that requires a five - 
documentary, “Hell's Angel: Mother Teresa of year wait after death to 
Calcutta”, accused her of taking donations with- begin the process of 
out questioning the sources. She has also received sainthood. But it was 
some criticism for her strong views against abor- waived by the Pope in 
tion and divorce. Throughout her life Mother was her case. Still the for- 
unaffected by criticism, stating, “No matter who mal process of saint- 
says what, you should accept it with a smile and hood wil take a couple 


do your own work.” of years. 
Mother Teresa passed away on September 5. 
1997 following a massive heart attack. She was - Ankita Shreeram, 
87. The inscription on her tombstone reads “Love Std VII, 
one another, as | have loved you.” Holy Angels School, 
Shortly after Mother Teresa's passing, her Mumbai. 
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Dharmender the hunter, was resting in 
the jungle, Then... 


I) X a Tielpt 
ee 


Manku the monkey hap-| [and bullets 

pened tocome along, | | tool Let meload 

ar the gun and have 
some fun, 














MANKU 























Dharmender dropped 
the gun and bullets as Hey! A hunter's 
hefled. gun. 











Weill Here's Brownie Don’t shoot, Have 


Tet you go 
wolf, Now to frighten mercy please. tl 


7 
this 
for your 
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Scared stiff, Brownie 
ran away. 








Manku continued to have 
his fun. The frightened 








Mal Hal 
Look at these 
ds. 





Manku soon met 
Rosy rabbit. 





How dare you 
‘Speak 0, you 
arrogant crea 
ture? Just wait 
till show you. 






You silly monkey. 
You can’t frighten 









Manku was shocked. He pre- 
tended to look for the bullets, 











‘Shambu the lion king was watching 
all that happened. 








p> 


‘The animals were happy and 

relieved. They buried the gun, Manku 
was pardoned. 

‘Good for yout 

You have restored 

peace and quiet 
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Take the Harry Potter Quick Per 

sonality Quiz to find out which Harry 

Potter character you are similar to! 

1, If you were given an option for an 

after-school activity you would 

1) Read Hogwarts, A History to 
catch up on your light reading (5 
pis.) 

b) Terrorize Muggles (3 pts.) 

©) Play Quidditch (4 pts.) 

If you were given a choice you 

would want to be in 

8) Slytherin (3 pts.) 

b) Gryffindor (Spts.) 

3. If you were to compare yourself to 
a certain animal it would be 
a) Snake (3 pts.) 


b) Lion (5 pts.) 

c) Owl (6 pts.) 

4) Monkey (since you are funny!) 
(4 pts.) 

If you had only one wish you would 

wish for 


a) More homework and books (5 





pis.) 

b) A way to destroy You 
Who (4 pts.) 

©) A way to help You-Know-Who. 
rise to power (3 pts.) 


Know- 





Your favorite area in school is 

a) Slytherin Common Room (3 pts.) 

b) Gryffindor Common Room (5 
pts.) 

¢) Hogwarts Library (6 pts.) 

Your favourite class is 

a) Potions (4 pts.) 

b) Flying Lessons (5 pts.) 

¢) All of them. You find it hard to 
pick just one. (6 pts.) 

Now, add your scores to match, 

a39)aK 0) 20}049 a IE 

10 pu open 

ough 

box “uosiad 1a 


mo4aas AS3a 8540 NOK "48. 


puss 08 wey) ou mf 9040 
1 ue smorpmis £29, 


wom noK ~ aed) auo|MLAOGL ¢ + Ig 
uio day 04 say 
nea, 


reve a,usve na, “nist 


8 Bu sno pat 4taq 
Aion aut no, = 39 1 OF = RT 

ing “Sontanse 
24 fofu2 nx 


Anpseaya Wor ? Lz - FZ 


insapad s,Spoqou Kay ang 'ss300 24) 
ns pq 20 po 
at 39 “sp>99 200K 40} dn pumas on puesye 
Soqreqy 0983G  €Z - 61 

: sai0ag 
~ Prarthana Vasudevan, Grade VIl, 


Clarksville Middle School, USA 
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CE OFTE TR SP ALENLINES DAY, 


February 14. 
Another Valentine’s Day is round 
the comer. This western concept has, 


‘over the last few years, caught the fancy 
of India too. 

Itis believed that St. Valentine lived 
in Rome when Emperor ‘Claudius the 
cruel" ruled there. True to his nick 
‘name, the emperor would not let young 
‘couples get married or even engaged. 
St. Valentine never approved of the 
emperor's behaviour. He secretly 
helped young couples and performed 
their marriages. When the emperor got 

to know of this, he was enraged 
and had St. Valentine imprisoned 


= Q in adungeon till he died on 
February 14, 270 A.D. 
1n496 A.D., Pope Gelasius formally 
declared February 14 as St. Valentine's 
Day. 

‘Valentine's Day is one of world’s 
oldest holidays, celebrated as the 
“festival of Lupercus’ for thousands of 
years at the place where now Rome 
stands. 

‘Valentine's Day symbolises 
not just lovers but any love, 
kindness, friendship and 
respect, 

‘The symbol of red 
heart used on this day 


A 


9) 










was started 
A hundreds of 
years ago 

‘when heart was thought to be the seat 
‘of emotions. The first ed Valentine's 
are said to he preserved in the British 
museum. The French Duke of Orleans, 
‘was believed to have written them to 
his wife from prison in the Tower 

‘of London in 1415, 

But, the first woman who 
received flowers on Valentine's 
Day was the daughter of Henry 
IV of France in 1600 
AD. 

Every year 
Americans send 
about a million roses 
on this day. Cards 
worth $700 millions 
are soldin America. }]/ 

Teachers receive |e 9 
the maximum of 
Valentine's Day cards from 

students in western 
countries. 

Happy Valentine's Day 
and love to all. 

- Vijaya Sridharan, 

Chennai, 


























‘oid the sharks. 
rtall over again. 


Oysters and pearls 
found. Go on to 4. 





Shyamala, studying in her eighth standard subscribed to a children's 
magazine called ‘Angels’, The magazine would be delivered to her house 
every month and she enjoyed reading the magazine the most. 

‘One month, the magazine was not delivered, She enquired at the 
magazine’s office and they confirmed that it had already been posted to 


her, On seeing her feel sad, her father bought 


her a copy from a nearby shop. For two 
consecutive months thereafter, the magazine 
Shyamala wondered who was 


did not reach her. 
playing foul 


One day, she went with her mother to invite 
artment block for 
In one of these flats was a boy 
He introduced himself as 
studying in tenth standard, He had moved in 
with his parents to this apartment in the 


members in their 
function. 
called Sundar. 





recent past. 


Shyamala was about to 
leave his house, she 














When 








Under the old joint 
family system, as 
‘opposed to the present 












GRANNY’S 








day nuclear families, 
children were under the 
protective care of the women folk 
of the household, more so the 
affectionate grannies. Grannies 
used to play a vital role in 
inculcating values in children and 
shaping their personality. The 
children would gather around their 
grandmother during night or at bed 
time, for stories. 





THE PARENT PAGE 


These stories, while 
providing lot of fun to 
the children, were loaded with 
morals, values and wisdom, While 
there were stories giving clues for 
conflict resolution, there were tales 
that emphasised on unity as a 
strength. While there were 
anecdotes on wisdom, there were 
stories on leadership. Yet others 
were lessons on the destructive 





cownin YD van 


noticed on Sundars table a copy of Angels’ latest issue with the address 
slip of Shyamala still very much in place. Shyamala was shocked but 
did not react and behaved as normally as she could, 

On returning home, she told her parents of the fact that her magazine 
had been lifted from their post box. by none other than Sundar who lived 
in the same apartment block. Her father became red with anger and was 
quick on his fect to make a fight of it and to get justice done for his 





sweet daughter. Shyamala stopped him and said, “I 


with him and his 













and relati 





Shyama 





nature of negative 

emotions like 

anger or greed 
‘Thus children were made to understand 
the various dimensions of life in the 
simplest manner even at a very tender 
age and develop a value-based 
personality. 

It is widely understood that a 
child’s mind is impressionable 
during his growing period and he 
receives well, the positive 
responses during this time. Hence, 
the importance of story telling t 











d, Let us not fight 
ents, The magazine has announced 





4 special scheme of gifting the magazine to our friends, 
Let us gift one to him. 1 will use my 
pocket money for this 
a's parents were really touched and 
moved by her gesture and maturity. They 


acted in line with her advice except 
for the fact that they did not touch 
her savings. 

‘When Sundar came to know of his 
surprise gift from Shyamala, he felt 
guilty and embarrassed, He rushed to 
her house and apologized for his 
mistake. ‘The ugly incident was all 





over and Sundar and Shyamala became 
good friends 


V.Viswanathan, Chennai 





child cannot 
enough 

However, in the present day 
nuclear families which are without 
elders, but mostly comprising of 
working couples, the children are 
denied these pearls of wisdom. 
Parents should pursue this age old 
means of child development. Since 
listening to stories is the most 
favourite pastime of children, why 
not parents share this fun with 
them? 

+B. Saikumar, New Mumbai 


be emphasized 
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN. 


Tr'san ordinary day - just like many 
others « routine, monotonous, 
television in full volume competing with 
the sound ofthe whistle from the cooker 
‘on stove 

Trring... Trring...! 

“Hello?” 

“Good afternoon Suja. Calling from 
Gokulam. Got five minutes?” 
“Sure! What's up Lakshmi?” 
Jot something exciting to share 
with you 

Suddenly, the routine, monotonous 
morning comes to a halt! 

“Quiz? In schools? Me... conduct a 
You must be joking. 

“No! Lam serious 
Tl cycles has agreed 























to join hands with us, They'll sponsor 
the prizes... we conduct the quit..." 
‘When can we meet?” 

“Over the week end, I have asked 
Anandhi to come t00, to help with the 
scores 

A meeting - not just one or two but 
many. Discussions, debates, 
argumen division of 
responsibilities... 

Ideas, suggestions, and opinions 
pour in from everyone in the families 
concerned, Different perspectives 
merge... the purpose is one - learn while 
you have fun! 

The Gokulam - BSA Quiz Time takes 
shape, We venture out with a certain 
format, 

Round | - ONE-WAY TRAFFIC : 

‘Atopical round, where from arange 
of LL topics, the 
teams make 
their choice. A 
topic that is 














* Winners 
= Padma 
Seshadel 


Bala Bhavan 
SSS. 











* Yeah! We did itt 


already chosen, is closed to 
the other teams. 


An audio round with 
questions based on music 
clippings played for about 
15 seconds. 


right one has to be 
‘chosen’. The only round 
with negative marking, 





A vi round 
Questions based on 
visuals projected on 





Exclusively for teachers. A Dumb * Winners ~ 


Charades round. Teachers to act, san vars RY 
3 ; a Mandir 


children of the team to guess within a 





minute. 











A\ special round that focuses on the 
people who are conducting the quiz 
Questions related to Gokulam and 
eycles/ TI Cycles. 





Open to all teams, The first 
person up gets to answer first. A 
‘multiple choice’ round with 
every question having three 
options as answers fom which the 








+ Sehoo! Bags for the 
Runners-up 


Round Vil - TWIDDLE - A ~ RIDDLE : 

Absolute fun, Two rounds of riddles 
that make you laugh or sigh 

Round Vilt- 
SPIN-A-WHEEL; SPIN-A-WEB 

Again for teachers. Spin a wheel to 
chose your topic. Speak on it for 15 
seconds, The catch - no using the word 
*AND'! 

Round 1X » AUDIENCE ROUND : 

Special for the audience - ten to 
twelve questions, Freebies (cap) given 
‘on the spot to the child who answers 
right 

Round X - RAPID FIRE : 

A ‘turn-of-events' round, One child 
to answer on behalf of the team, Only 
yes /no answers, Either a maximum of 
15 questions or as many that can be 


answered in a minute. A 
round in which the 
teams ‘race off” to a 
nail biting finish! 

Post mortems follow 
after every event 
Discussions are held 
‘once again - striving to 
‘make the event better. 
‘more interesting... more 


enjoyable... more 
educative... more 
informative. 
It worked ! It worked very well! 








(More visits next month...) 


(uerrens...] 


Dear Madam, 

We take this opportunity to thank 
you for conducting the Gokulam- BSA. 
Quiz contest in our Vidyalaya on 
5.12,2002, We wish to place on record 
‘our appreciation for the way in which 
the contest was conducted, 
Competitions ofthis kind help nurturing 
the inherent talents of the students, The 
innovative methodology adopted by 
you in conducting the competitions 
merits special mention. The idea to 
include a teacher in each team helped 
in generating alot of enthusiasm among 








FREE! FREE! 


FREE! FREE! 





What's 
coming free? 


When? 
Why? 
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the participants as well as the viewers, 
Ithighlighted the most important aspect 
of teacher - student relationship. 
‘Teachers also felt delighted and were 
reminded of their student life. The 
prizes given away were of utmost use 
for the winners 

We would like to suggest that a 
memento could be given to the 
institution to mark the occasion, Your 
attempt was really praiseworthy and we 
wish you success in all your future 
endeavours. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs, P.Rajani, TGT, KV CLRI, 
Adyar, Chennai, 





Dear Gokulam, 

The quiz contest condu 
school, sponsored by TI cy 
the Inunching-pad to the fi 





in our 
. from 
ing dip 













* Very interesting! 


* Winners - Kendriya 
Vidyalaya, CLA 


was a great success, 

The questions were exciting and 
stimulating for the youngsters. The 
participants, divided into five teams 
proved beyond doubt that K.V, CLR 
students were actively involved in 
perusing through Gokulam every 
month. 

We look forward to participating in 
such enriching programmes in future. 

Yours sincerely, 

M, Maninya, student reporter, 
Std. VIII, Kendriya Vidyalaya, 
CRE, Adyar, Chennai 











FREE! FREE! 


FREE! FREE! 





mprove 
your 


6K! 


(spend your holidays 
(lo!) usefully) 


HAVE LOADS 
OF FUN! 


(conduct quiz 
programmes with 
your friends) 





Buy Gokulam! 
Get the 


Booklet Free! 
(No sharing please!) 





























Dear Gokulam, 

The second-half of school on 4th 
December, 02 was fun-filled because of 
the Gokulam -BSA Quiz 

‘The audience was very surprised 
when they heard that a teacher would 
support each team, a novel idea in the 
‘game of Quiz. The line of BSA cycles 
‘was the driving force behind each team 
to win the quiz. 

‘The contest was so close that, in 
each round, there emerged a different 
leader, The winners were on 100, the 
runners-up were on 97 and the second 
runners-up on 96! The atmosphere was 
tension filled throughout the qui: 

‘When the prizes were announced, 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


* Come on! You know it. 


the auditorium was filled with cheers 
and gasps. It was great to see the 
‘winners driving home the cycle of their 
choice. 





Regards, 
Archana Raja, student reporter, 
SwLIX, Balt Vidya Mandir, Adyar, 





Dear Gokulam, 

There was great variety in the 
various rounds and questions that 
featured in the Gokulam - BSA Quiz 
Time programme. 

In the audio round everyone got to 
hear pleasant and popular tunes that 
even tempted teachers to shake a leg 
and tap to the music! 

The programme was, on the whole, 
very interesting, innovative and highly 
appreciable, 

Regards, 

P. Preeti, student reporter, 
Std.VIII, Padma Seshadri Bala 
Bhavan SSS, T.Nagar, Chennai 

Photos : Venkatesh 





‘You wil receive 2 participation |] 


certificate from us if your contribu | 
tion is published. At the end of the 
‘one year period ending June 2003, 
the person with most number of 
participation certificates will receive @ 
special prize. Collect your certificates 


The World Wresting 
Entertainment (wwe) 
show is full of vio- 
lence. It affects the 
minds of children, It 
should not be enter- 
tained. It should not 
even be shown on televi- 
sion, Our Government should 
ban this, Infact, wwe should not 
only be banned in India but also in all 
other parts ofthe world. 

Sridhar Reddy 
Std VII, Kasturba Vidhya 
“Mandir, Sevagram 








The unruly behaviour displayed 
by the crowd during the three one- 
aay jonal cricket matches, 
has tarnished the image of every 
genuine ericket loving fan in India, 
This is awfully sad. If this bad 
behaviour continues, then the global 
audience will label all Indian fans as 
poor spectators 

true sports fan is one who cheers 
for the rival team when they win, ‘The 
best example was when the erowd 
at the Chepauk stadium in 
Chennai gave a standing 
tion to the Pakistani team, 
when they beat India, 

The authorities con- 
cemed should take stern ac- 
tion against these unruly 
spectators in order to pre- 
Ment any untoward incident. 

= R. Anjoo Sharon, 
Coimbatore 











‘Terrorism has emerged as a 


NJEWPOINT 











GLOBALLY 


menace to the interatio 
‘The horrible events that took place in 
America on September 11 were totally 
unjust and unforgivable, However, 





The slogans we hear wherever we go 
are SAY NO TO PLASTIC or BAN PLAS- 
TIC. When we stop using plastic, we only 
use more of paper, atthe cost of many trees. 
Plastics don't pollute - we humans do! 

Today's technology makes all plastics re- 
cyclable. A material that adds many benefits 
to our life, needs a concemed and respon- 
sible attitude from all. We don't need to ban 
plastic altogether. There could be an equal 
use of both plastic and paper. 

= Rajani Chandrasekhar 
Std IX-B, Sacred Heart Mat. HSS. 
Chennai 

‘Today, polythene bags have become so 
much a part of our daily life, 

However, only a few of us are aware of 





Washington's recent proposal to st- 
tack Iraq, is completely unjustified 
as well. If the U.S. were to attack 







Iraq, undoubtedly thou- the hazards that polythene 
sands of civilians will ‘bags can cause to us and 
be killed. By targeting a tothe eco-system, These 


bags are made of CFC, 
or chloro floro carbon, 
which is non degrad- 
able. The bacterist 
SS. present in the soil are 
not able to decom- 

/ pose it. Thus itis pos- 
sible that even after a 
100 years, the 
polythene bags will mi 
tain their chemical composi 
tion and will not decompose, 
‘The Government has sanc- 
chalk out a patient strat- » tioned use of poly-bags 
egy to eradicate terror- above 20 microns, but there 
ism. The war on terrorism are still a number of people 
is not a battle that the U.S. can win violating this law. We are equally to blame, 
by itself. Itisa global problem and as we accept these bags from the shopkeep- 


any single nation, 
there will be noend to 


the menace. Even af- 
ter severely bombing. 
Afghanistan, Osama 

Bin Laden, the prime 
suspect behind the 
September 11 attacks 
‘was never apprehended 
and neither was any news 
of his death obtained, The 
countries of the world have 
to unite and carefully 











hhas to be solved globally. ers. 
= P.R. Arun, Std XI, Christ + Vandita Kapoor 
Nagar School, Wayanad Std - VII, Allahabad 
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wdeeyp Kes NOK Op KYA, 
. 3010p 
9g osye snus auidum sip, 





LgPORUPIUY UE SIMO 28H -9 
Jt uaddey jm ey, 
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(Chanakya, the dever brahmin, was the brain behind the 
f}defeat of King Nanda at the hands of Chandra Gupta| 
| Maurya. This defeat led to the latter being sworn in as King| 
Iha, However, Nanda’s evil mi as devising a| 

cl 'spalace¢ 


palace looks! Ii indeed 

fortunate that our king 

thandra Gupta has decided 
Ao reside he 



















When everthing Was ready, The Ring’ 


h n Chanakya too wanted to inspect 
officers came to inspect the palace, 
Ror 


the palace, 
around, 
a 

bale 


/) 


























































‘Chanakya’s order was carried out, Chandra Gupta was confused and angry, 











Think before you 
“peak. A good king should) 
never lose his temper. There 
is alwaysa valid reason. 
‘behind every act 





sranary. There, heard 
‘olces of men, enemy 
soldiers led by Nanda’s 









ht Revered guru | am buta 
‘humble human being before your 
wisdom. Do forgive me. 













[Chanakya's 
power of 
observation had 
saved the 
[Mauryan King, 








ane 
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jaja Bal 
Std. VI, Infant Jesus High School, Thana 
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One of the most 
popular pastimes in 
the world is the 
‘crossword puzzle. It 
is an excellent pas- 
time as it enables a 
person to im- 
prove his vo- 
cabulary and 
analytical ability 
to pick out the an- 
swers from the clues. 

Above al, it can be done in soli- 
tude and almost anywhere, We see 
people seriously solving 
crosswords in trains, 
buses (obviously, when 
they have a seat, of 
course), parks and even in offices. 


A pypical crossword consists of 
white and black squares. There are 
‘umbers on some of the white squares 
for which corresponding clues are 
given. There is a symmetry in most 
crosswords, For instance, in a cross- 
word that’s a square the top left quar 
ter and the bottom right quarter are 
symmetrical, mirror images. Similarly 
the top right and bottom left quarters 
Jorn a pair. 

Words are formed both horizontally 
and vertically for which the clues are 
styled Across and Down respectively. 
Crosswords can be general or subject- 
specific like a crossword on animals, 
sports, etc. 

When and where did crosswords 
start? In the 19th century in England, 
the crossword had a small beginning 





CROSSWORD 


PUZZLES 


It was in the form of simple word 
squares that comprised of words, 
which made sense when, read horizon- 
tally and vertically. They were prima 

rily meant for children and appeared 
in puzzle books. It was only during the 
20th century that it developed into a 
serious pastime for adults and chil- 
dren alike, in the United States 


Credit for the first published 
crossword goes to Arthur Wynne of 
Liverpool, England who is considered 
10 be the inventor of crosswords. The 
first crossword appeared in the New 
York World, a sunday newspaper on 
December 21st, 1913. Surprisingly, it 
was in the form of a diamond and not 
in the form we see today. It proved to 
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be highly successful and by the 1920s 
crosswords started appearing in al- 
‘most all newspapers in the USA. Soon 
they spread to Europe and proved a 
big hit there too. By this time, they 
had started taking their present form. 
In England, the first crossword was 
published in the February 1922 
ine, 
The popular Times cross- 





issue of Pearson's mag 


word made its first ap- 
pearance on Ist Feb: 
ruary 1930, Trad 
tionally, the 
British cross 
words have 


2-3, What 
bargain hunt- 
ers enjoy. 

4-5, A written 
acknowledgement, 

6 - 7. Such and nothing 
more. 

10 - 11, A bird. 
14-15. Opposed to less, 
18 = 19. What this puzzle is. 
22 - 23, An animal of prey. 
26 - 27. The close of a day. 
28 - 29, To elude. 
30 - 31. The plural of is. 
8 - 9, To cultivate. 
12-13. A bar of wood or iron, 
16 - 17. What artists learn to do. 
20 - 21. Fastened. 
24 - 25. Found on the seashore. 
10-18. The fibre of the 















been tougher to solve as compared to 
the American ones, The cryptic cross- 
words, which are more difficult to 
solve, have gained popularity over the 
years, The general rules relating 10 
‘cryptic crosswords were laid down by 
AF Ritchie and D.S, Macnutt, 
att 

Here is the first ever pub- 
lished crossword by Arthur 
Wynne published in the 

New York World, 
December 21st 
1913, Try 
solving it 





gomuti palm, 
6 - 22. What 
we all should be. 
4-26. Aday dream. 
2-11, Atalon, 
19-28. A pigeon. 
F 7, Part of your head. 

23 - 30. A river in Russia, 
1 - 82, To govern. 

38 - 34, An aromatic plant. 

N- B.A fist, 

24 - 31, To agree with. 

3-12. Part of a ship. 
20 - 29. One. 

5 - 27. Exchanging. 

9 - 25. To sink in mud. 

13-21. Aboy. 


Hints : 


* Use a pencil, Correction 


conan EQ) scorns rom 


becomes easy 

4 Write down at first the answers 
you are sure of. Do not worry about 
those that you are doubtful. 

* Referring to a dictionary 
might help. 


% Be patient. Try over and over 
again. 

4 If you are still doubiful, turn to 
page 64. 


- R. Balasundaram, Mumbai 





CROSSWORD CONTEST 









Rules : 


* your cross 





















word can be 
subject 


en: 
eral or 
oriented. 


* write clearly 
and neatly 


* — mention 
crossword 
test’ on the enve: 
lope 


* the contest is 
for school going 





i 

















children only 











* give details 
of your name, age, 
class, school and 





Dear children, 

Here is a crossword grid. All 
you have to do is write down 
clues (across and down) for it. Do 
give your solution too but sepa: 
rately. Crosswords selected for 
publication in the forthcoming 
issues of Gokulam will receive a 
prize of Rs.50/- each. Don’t you 
think this will be lot of fun? 


residential address 


give a declaration that the 
crossword is your original contri 
bution and not copied 


20.02.2003, 





* last date 


Have fun. 
Lots of love. 
Editor 
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G write long letters to 


her grandson Kevin 
who lived in the United States and she 
often did, She longed to receive hand- 
written letters, but she hardly did. She 
received only e-mails and that too with 
concise words. 

Even on that particular day, 
Grandma looked disappointed. She sat 
gazing at the e-mail sent by Kevin. 


“Hi Grandma, 

How R U? I'm do'in fine. Gotta go 
now: Bye. Grandma, pl. se e-mail. Do 
not waste paper." 


Grandma sighed as she shut down 
the computer and walked towards the 
balcony. 


STORY 


‘The postman was walking briskly 
from house to house delivering mail. 
“When will he ever walk down my 
garden path?” Grandma thought to 
herself, 





ok 
he students of Ms, Ashley’s class 

‘were not too happy that day. The 

entire class, including Kevin, had 

gota ‘D grade in their latest assignment 
on letter writing, The assignment was 
about ‘writing a letter to your 
‘grandma’. Ms. Ashley was terribly 
disappointed to see the strange 


signs and abbreviations that 
THE appeared on most of these 


LETTER WRITING 


letters. She began to talk to the class. 
“It is not polite to write your own 
abbreviations when you write letters to 
elders. The letters must reflect your love 
and affection for them. I'll give all of 
you another chance, Do a good job this 
time and submit your assignment on 
Monday next. 
kek 

hat evening, Kevin was lost in 

thoughts. He thought about what 

Ms. Ashley had said. “I must get 
an ‘A’ grade this time,” he thought to 
himself as he took out his pen to write. 





“Dear Grandma, 
How are you? Lam fine... 
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— 


Kevin found it 
difficult to write 
further, “What 
‘can [write about? 
Should I tell her 
how I spend my 
week ends? Or 
should I write 
about school? 
Can 1) draw 
something...?” 

Kevin sat up. 
He knew what 
to do. He would 
actually write this letter 
for the assignment using a letter pad! 

Kevin rushed to the supermarket 
neat his house and bought a letter pad 
and some colour markers. 

‘Ashe began writing the letter, Kevin 
drew wherever he could. He also pasted 
colourful stickers, pictures and paper 
clippings. Kevin knew that his grandma 
loved to read, He made a book mark 
too and pinned it on to his assign- 
ment, “My gift to grandma” he wrote 
down 

Kevin smiled to himself. This was 
the first time he had enjoyed doing his 
assignment. What great fun it had been! 


ee 
b G: work Kevin!” praised 
Ms. Ashley. “That was a 
novel idea... to do your 


assignment using a letter pad.” 

Kevin beamed with joy. He had got 
an ‘A’ grade. 

Kevin wanted to share the good 
news with his grandma in India. 
Strangely enough, he did not use the e- 

















mail, He began to write tohis grandma. 
He actually made another book mark 
for her! 
peri 

hat’s strange thought Grandma 
GOT to herself as she sat at the 

balcony with her afternoon 
tea. “It can't be true. It can’t be the 
postman walking down my garden 
path...” 

Grandma looked jubilant and happy 
1s the postman handed over a letter 10 
her. She smiled as she looked at Kevin's 
creative, attractive hand - written leter 
and the book-mark. This letter and the 
‘book mark were going tobe her prized 
possession! 

“Afterall, the joy of reading a letter 
on paper can never be replaced by 
reading an e-mail” thought Grandma as 
she sat down to read the leter. 

= R.Anijoo Sharon, Coimbatore 
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days. The leaf becomes 
netted. Now paint a picture 
of your choice on the netted 
leaf and keep it as a show 
Pi 






] 


- B. Kavitha, Kalavai, 
Vellore. 








MAKE YOUR 
OWN CLAY 
Yai will need 


anise OD RED EAVES 


properly and press it in a thick book. —Yscup salt 
After two weeks when the leaf tums % cup water 
yellow take itout from the book. Keep a bow! to mix 
the dry leaf in a place which is moist food colouring (liquid) 
and leave it there for about three to four 1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
















4% Mix the flour, salt and oil in a 
bowl. Add water and knead till the 
mixture feels like clay. Divide the dough 
into two parts. Colour each part by 
adding few drops of different food 
colouring. 

% Your clay (in two different 
colours) is now ready to be moulded 
into any shape you like. The unused clay 
can be stored in an air tight container 
in the refrigerator. 


- C.K.Divya Janani, Std. XI, 
R.VS. Matriculation School, 
Coimbatore. 





Wat is yellow ? 
Yellow is the softness of a dandelion 


petal 
Yellow is the radiant sun in the sky FREE 


Yellow is honey on the tip of my 
VERSE 


tongue 
Yellow is the sweetness of a daffodil 
Yellow is the buzzing of a busy 
bumble bee 

‘That is yellow, 











A cin compuer tas that evening 
Mr, Moloy Das our new teacher, began 
the chapter on MS-Dos. At first he taught 
me the method of making directories, 
files etc. and then he told me to create a 
file on my own. 

After a few minutes, Mr. Das came 
back to my computer to see what I had. 
done. After checking my newly created 
file thoroughly, he said, “come out 
‘Atthis, I stood up to move to another 

Mr. Das started laughing. I did not 
at first understand why, but later came 
to know that he had actually meant 10 
exit from the file! 

= Neelima Chakraborty, 
Joseph's HSS., Matigara. 
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T hat tvaysbetioved that sending 
answers o a contest was useless because 
one hardly ever got to win a prize. Once 
1 jack-pot contest on cricket was an- 
nounced in a news paper. I duly filled all 
the answers with the help of my brother 
and simply gave it to my friend. My 
friend filled in her name and address and 
sent it. After a week, the results were de- 
clared, and to my astonishment my friend 


p? 




















got the 2nd prize of Rs.1000! 
+ K. Janaranjani, Std1X, 
GRT Matric, Chennai-83. 


‘Taisyear,tostebrated my binhdsy 
in a great way. It was a very different 
birthday and at the end of the day I felt 
immensely happy and satisfied, We went 
to the Prema Samaj in the city. I spent 





the day with orphaned children, 
‘The place accommodates: 

* destitutes, 120 in number, who have 
‘no living relations to care for them. 

* orphans, numbering 72, from the age 
of Sto 15. They are sent to school 





upto the tenth standard. 

* aged couples, about 31 in number - 
the most unfortunate ones who are 
though well - to - do, have their chi 
dren abroad. 

* cattle which had been reserved for the 
slaughter house and rescued by this 
place. 

‘As we distributed clothes and sweets, 
each of them wore a wonderful smile and 
a gratifying look. 

My dear friends, why not we spend 

‘our time and money with these deprived 

friends atleast on special occasions and 


ss 


festivals? 





a Jaganathan, Std.V1, 
D.PS., Ukkunagaram, 
‘Vishakapatnam. 
Ta as 31st of august 2002.1 was 
having my U.N.O. Information test. 1 
wwas revising in my class forthe test and 
some of my friends were playing foot- 
ball on the corridor with a Cosco cricket 
ball. I too went to play with them. As 1 
ran towards the ball that had bounced to 
the level of my chest and tried to kick it 
‘with my right leg, I slipped. I spun 
the air and fell on my left wrist. I was 
taken to the hospital and my parents were 
informed that two of my bones were 
broken. My hand had to be plastered. At 
that very minute I pledged that I would 
never play any outdoor game before 
‘exams and never again play football on 
cemented areas, that too with Cosco 
cricket balls! 


EXPERIENCES 


re 






Eversince, my 
friends call_me 
“RONALDO THE 








GREAT” 
-Siva Raman, Std. VIL, 
Delhi Public School, Nigahi. 


Thertioranganatina with my f= 
ily. Itwasanice experience. Ranganathittu 
is 10kms from Mysore. It is situated on 
the backwaters of the river, Cauvery. The 





depth of the water is 80 feet to 100 feet, 
‘depending on the season. 
We went in the moming. We saw a 
lot of birds collecting material for 
BE building theirnests and feeding the 
young ones. It was January and a 
RAS, season for birds 
like night her- 
fe ‘ons, spoon bills, 
painted storks, 
snake birds and pea- 
cocks. We also saw crocodiles with their 
newly hatefled young, basking in the sun. 
My sister was very happy and we re- 
ally rejoiced. This experience and the sat- 
isfaction which we derived from it cannot 
bbe described in words, It has to be experi- 
enced by one and all. 
-R. Anantha Narayanan, 
Std. III, National Public 
‘School, Bangalore. 





ars has always been in the news. With ev- 
Mi erciessse.tx cnet 

been made or earlier findings debated. The 
more scientists indulge into studies about the red 
planet, the more mystified they are. A fot has hap- 
pened, a lot more is happening and itis certain that 
rnuch will happen in future. 

“The presence oF otherwise of water has always 
been the centre of debate. Is life then possible or not 
is an outcome of this endless debate. 

As early as in the late 1800s, Percival Lowell 
made telescope observations and recorded them. 
Adding a bit of his own imagination, he put forth 
the possibility of the presence of large. deep. engi- 
nneered canals. These canals, he further recorded, car- 
ried water from the Martian poles to a civilization 
that ‘thrived’ around the equator of the heavenly 
planet. What more, he also mentions in this record, 
that the climate around this area of civilization was 
‘as comfortable as that of the South of England”! 











Vivid imagination in- 
deed! 

Alfred Russel Wallace 
however, scems to have 
been in doubt. In 1907, 
this scientist described 
Mars as a much colder 
and practically a frozen 
place - dead and forbid- 
den! 

What the Mariner 4re- 





vealed seemed to reiterate 
what Russel described - 
an inhospitable world! 


‘Southern cap (below) Is more complex with 
ot trozen carbon 





‘ccular pts: compos 
‘lotide or dy lee 





Largest volcano in the solar 
‘system 


‘Olympus Mons 





However, the Mariner 5 reports 
were more positive. The images sug- 
gested a more interesting world, one 
where water had once flown and where 
polar caps had ice in them, 


on this planet? Findings of the Vi- 


s there life on Mars? Can life exist 
king missions of 1970s triggered 


Fire mars close! 
‘surveyor (UGS) F A 





the scientists to ask these questions. The answer 
that came then was - No! 

Scientists continued with their work. The quest 
to understand the presence of water and life on 
this planet became deeper and deeper. New evi- 
dences brought newer perspectives, led to new dis- 
coveries and new theories. “To thrive, certain or- 
ganisms could use chemical energy in place of sun- 
light’ - this new theory once again set the ball roll- 
ing. 

In the year 1996, a startling claim was made - 
signs of possible microbial life had been discov- 
ered in a Martian meteorite! 


he launch of the Surveyor in 1996 was a 
T sensation. The Surveyor ‘took - off” with 
all modern equipment - camera, remote 
sensing instruments and all. The aim was to catch 
a global portrait of the entire planet for a whole 


Martian year (roughly two Earth years). 









Around 80,000 images 
were captured by this camera by end 
of the year 2000, Vital information re~ 


garding topography, gravity, the 
planet’s shape and patterns of magnetic 
strips on the surfa cumulated, 












The weather service also r 
idtem- 
peratures! (At the summit of Olympus 
‘Mons, the typical high was 4°C and the 
low was a - 109° C1) 

‘These recordings puzzled scientists 
even more. MGS images showed chan- 








nels that flowed over a dis 
tance before coming to an 
abrupt stop, thus suggest- 
ing that the material that 
flowed was thick, filled 
\with dirt or debris. The 
«question then arose: Did 

it rain? Does it rain in 

Mars? 

The answer to this 
\ question becomes 
crucial to come to a 
conclusion about the 
possibility of life on Mars, 
While there is on the one hand, 
abundant evidence that large quantities 
of water did once flow on the planet, 
‘on the other hand, scientists are puzzled 
‘as to what really drove the water to 
flow, Where did the water come from? 
Were chiinnels merely flooded or was 
there rain? 

More and more studies and investi- 
gations and explorations will obviously 
mean more and more debates - healthy 
‘ones at that, those that go hand in hand 
with technological advancements, 

The debates continue. 

Source: SPAN 











‘© The European Mars Express is 
getting ready for launch in 2003. 

* Tworobotic rovers willbe sent 
fo the planets surface in 2003. 

© Plans are being made for the 
Jaunch of the Mars Reconnaissance 
Ortalter in 2005, This space crattis ex- 
pected to photograph surface de- 
tails, even as minute an area as a 





WHAT’S HAPPENING NEXT? 


beach ball! 

# Bringing home samples of rock 
‘and soll from Mars is a goal fo be 
‘achieved. However, scientists think 
that this may not be possible earlier 
than 2011. Preparations and’ im- 
provements in technology fo make 
this possible are already under 
swing, 
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T congratulate the 
editorial team © 
<Gokulam for bringing out such 3 
fresious magazine. 1 enjoyed 
reading about the “Powerful 
pomegranates’ fascinating MOP = 


December 2002 issue) 
= TS, Swathi 













Bangalore 
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rice upon a time, long long 
oO ages lion king named 

wurya ruled the jungle. He 
ruled the kingdom very wisely and 
with equanimity. His queen was Tara 
and their little prinee cub was named 
Vijay. 

Vijay and Dilip the monkey who 
was the son of the court jester, were 
friends. Dilip always ensured that Vijay 
was with him when he was upto mis- 








STORY - CARTOON CONTEST 


PRIZE WINNING ENTRY 


‘nabright summer's morning, 

the friends set out chatting 

away happily. Suddenly Dilip 
pulled out a long rod and a cracker, 

“Hey! What are you doing now? 
asked Vijay who had started to tum 
white already, 

“1 found this amidst the bushes and 
I'm going to light it up” said Dilip as 
he tore apart the wrapper: 

Numbers on the wrapper caught 
Vijay's eyes as Dilip was about to light 
the cracker, “Stop! What is this? It says 
256 decibels in small characters. 1 guess 








THE CRACKE 


chief. While Dilip was always bubbling 
with energy and enthusiasm, Vijay was 
always for the tried and tested, 


that’s a lot of noise, Besides. 
Dilip had ceased to listen. He im- 
‘mediately lit the cracker and looked at 











Vijay with utmost 
pride. The cracker 
initially kept silent 
letting out sparks 
before bursting 





loud and finally 
ended upina huge 
forest fire, 


“Help! Some- 
body please come 
and rescue us” 
cried the panic 








} 
if 





an stricken boys, 
Harini receives a set of books as prize. oahee baal 
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Kamala the deer who was the forest 
ranger happened to stroll along that 
way to find the boys amidst a huge fire. 
‘Shocked and frightened, she screamed 
aloud, Using a hose, with the help of 
some more rangers, she put out the fire. 


‘The boys were taken home. 
T with Kamala’s quick actions 
‘but was disappointed with the 
foolishness of the boys. 
“T never expected this from you 
both. You boys should realize that 
crackers can be 


he king was indeed pleased 





alotdangerous oye 
too” he said = 

with disap- 3 
pointment. 


‘The boys exchanged ‘why were we 
0 foolish?" looks. 

“agree that crackers are lot of fun 
but a high decibel cracker like this is 
very dangerous and it causes pollution” 
the king continued. “You people make 
sure you don’t get involved in any dan- 


_gerous things like this. These crackers 
let out dangerous fumes and act ad- 
versely on your heart, lungs and so on. 
Moreover, its illegal to burst crackers 
that have high decibels.” 

‘The boys apologized and thanked 
Kamala who flashed an ‘it was noth- 
ing’ smile. 

Later, Dilip apologized to Vijay as 
he thought it wasn't fair to get his 
friend also into the act when it was 
his idea. “Oh, come on. That's 
what good friends are for” re- 
plied the cub who 

+ istration: Harn 














smiled 
warmly 
Dilip real- 
ized what 

true friend- 

ship meant. 











People in the deserts use sand 
to clean their dirty dishes. 








The coldest 
place on the earth 
is the Vostok 

station in Antare- 

fica. Here the 
temperature 
drops down 
to- 83°C. 










- Abhishek Gopal. 
Std - Vil, St. John's Vestry Trichy 
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Dear Grandma worm, 

I get tensed up during exam time and feel as though 
ve forgotten all that I studied, How am Ito control my 
tension? 

- G.Naveen, Chennai 

Dear Naveen, 

Ifyou have been sincere and really studied well, you 
need not feel tense. It is only lack of self confidence 
that leads to tension. Tell yourself that you have done 
‘your duty and that you have nothing to fear. A few 
‘minutes of prayer every day will help. You have to ‘talk 
10 your favourite god and tell him that you have done 
‘your best and that you leave the rest 10 him, In a few 
‘days you will pick up courage. But please remember, 
‘you will also have to work hard right from the beginning 
of the academic year and not just before your exams, 
Even God cannot help people who shirk their duties 

tok 

‘There are some students who score 100 out of 100 
in most ofthe subjects. But although I study well, Lam. 
not able to score that much. What is the secret? 

= S. Yashwanth, Mysore 











Dear Yashwanth, 
‘Some boys and girls really work hard but they do 


HOW TO AVOID 
ANGER AND TENSION 


not understand what they read. They just mug up and 
they think they can score well in their exams, But the 

! teacher can easily differentiate between the two, while 

\ pat, 7 correcting the answer papers and marks are given 
> accordingly. So ask yourself the following questions: 

%, “Am I mugging up or do I understand the lesson?’ 
Take necessary action in tune with the answer you get. 

Secondly, remember, every student cannot score 100 
out of 100. Ifyou are unable to score high marks 
= inspite of your best efforts, you must plan yoitr 
) fare in sucha way that it doesnt depend oo much 
‘on your marks. Life is full of opportunities to be 
tipped and you can surely join the list of achievers, 
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Tam athirteen year old wirl, usually very jovial, But 
in recent days I get irritated and angry very quickly. 1 
shout atthe top of my voice. How am I tocontrol myself? 

+ Prithvi Kudva, Goa 
+ Greeshma Nandanan, Chennai 

Dear Greeshma and Prithvi, 

There are two ways by which you can become angry. 
Angry with others orangry with yourself! To avoid being 
angry with others you must accept the fact that 
differences of opinion do exsist and they cannot be 
wished away. If you take a few seconds to study the 
opposite view, you will find that there is some element 
will have no cause for anger. If you are angry with 
yourself, you will have to analyse the reason and rectify 
because of the physical changes taking place in them Roto oF 
perp earner err 
dering alec. Inch eisai at Crud eae! 


will come to terms with the changes taking place and of Grandma? I would 














they will no longer be angry really like to see the lady 
tok who is so kind and helpful 
Tam abig fan of Santa, Iwantto senda lettertohim. ous. 
Will you please provide me with his address? = G. Supriya, 
tha Vrath, Chennai Mumbai 
Dear Smitha, Dear Supriya, 
Santaclaus is an imaginary character, though There is a charm in 


according to historical research a person really lived — guessing what Grandma 
years ago who loved children and took pleasure in worm looks like. Ifa photo 
siving them presents, Today, anybody who gives You is published the guessing 
presents especially during christmas, is ‘Santa’, To game comestoan end and 
make the children more happy the charm is lost, Anyhow 


















some people dress up as se to satisfy your curiosity a 
Santaclaus before distributing C small cartoon appears in 
presents for christmas. So, now this feature every issue. 
you know why can't give you Take a took at it, keep 
‘Santa's address! = ‘# guessing and be charmed! 

tok Ss Love, 
Can you please printaphoto == an Grandma worm 
—_———— 
S 
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THE STRANGE = 
CREATURES Fides 
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lights, They seem 
perfectly normal. Can't 
see colours perhaps? 


They are entering 
the maseum, Let's 
wait outside. The 
amen inside will 
reporttous, 








[Affer about ten minutes ~ 





Here they come 

again, Do you think 

they ean hear ws or 
seus? 








intheir 


Perhaps, they 
didn't find what 
they wanted. 








Yes! Just two of 
you, Be careful 
Don't let the 
creatures spot 
you. 

















Vijay warned Amar and the others. 





Look! They are running 


Amar, they are behind the bushes. 
returning. Forma 


cordon in front of the 
space craft, We'll close 








the space craft Don'tshout 


forany activity. a t Aditya! They 


might hear you 
Its obvious now, eal 


they can't, 








enter the 
clearing now. 
hope Amar 





THe creatures came out ofthe bushes into the clearing, Seeing _| 
the human chain infront of them, they suddenly swerved fo 
the right and headed back tothe bushes. 











ate a 
Four men guard the Si 
space craft! 
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Must get them before they ee 
of the area of blue light. 


Remember, we can’t spot them 


Runon Aditya! 
We'llfollow you 
Hurry up. 


and in 

frenzy. 
goingin 

circles. 


‘They seem 
frightened noW.. 


A 





AE. Stop them! Don’t tet the 
into the pool, Watch tt 





They are running 
towards the pool 


10Wae 
A But it was too lat. (Tobe continued) 
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LEARN TO APPRECIATE! 
Dear Reader.. 


‘How do you react when your friend shows up 
‘wearing a new shirt or dress? 

* Actas though you didn’t notice? 

* Ciiticise the pattem or colour as being too gaudy or 
simple? 

* Just say, “Hi! that looks fine on you!” 

Ia my opinion the third choice is the best. For even if 
‘you don’t like the patter or colour, you haven't lied! 
You haven't commented on the shir or dress. Yet, you 
have pleased your friend! 

‘But the most cruel thin that you can dois to pretend 
not tohave noticed the new dress or shirt. 


Just doing one's duty makes life a dull routine. It is 
the ttle pleasantries and smiles that make life interesting 
and worth ving. 

You like Harry Potter or Madhavan’s acting and 
‘ofcourse you have expressed itn many ways including 
writing to Gokulam. You are fond of a particular serial 
in Cartoon Network and would not like to mis it come 
what may. 

But there are other things in life which call for 
appreciation which you might take for granted ike your 
‘mom's cooking. She does so much for you. Justa word 
cof appreciation while siting down for dinner like, “Wow! 
‘That smells good!” would compensate her for all hee 
efforts in bringing you up. 





‘Your father too requires your expression of love. 
When he drops you off at school say, “Thanks Dad! I 
love you” and blow him quick kiss. His day will brighten 
all ofa sudden and he will whistle himself to off 

‘Appreciate nature; the chirping of the birds early in 
the morning: the orange ball of fire which is the setting 
sun oF the cool breeze which blows on your face when 
‘youtakea leisurely walk on te terrace, late inthe evening. 

Learning to appreciate these small things makes abig 
difference in your life. You will very soon appreciate 
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How many fours? 
Count carefully. 














EE 








